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Yapon durnalari,
Kushiro Swamp
(Hokkaydo
Prefekturasi)
Yaponiyada gorunma
altinda olan névlar. Bu
nadir név durna ancaq
Sibir vo Hokkaydoda

yasayir.
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Muxtaliflik va regionun unikallg
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Yaponiyanin florasi

Yaponiyanin floras1 genis névlari ila segilir.
Yaponiyada 4500 dogma bitki névi vardir
(3950 ndv  cicakli  bitkilar, 40 nov
cilpagtoxumlular fasilasindan olan bitkilar, 500
noév qijikimilar fasilosindsn olan hitkilar).
Toxminan 1600 nov ¢icakli  bitki ve
cilpagtoxumlular  fasilesindan olan bitkilar
Yaponiyaya xasdir.

Genis ndv ¢esidina malik olmas: simaldan
conuba dogru hardasa 3500 kilometradak
uzanan (2175 mil) Yaponiya arxipelaginin
iglim muxtalifliyini xarakterize edir. 9n diqgati
calb edan iglim xususiyyatlari zangin floranin
yaranmasina zamin yaradan genis temperatur
forglorinin,  ¢oxlu  yagintinin  olmasidir.
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accounts for the fact that almost 70% of
Japan is covered by forest. Yarpaglar fasildan
fasilo rangini dayisir.

Bitkilar asagidaki bes zonaya paylanmisdir
ki, onlarin hamisi Sergi Asiya milayim
qursagina aiddir: (1) Ryukyu ve ogasavara
adalar qrupunun daxil oldugu subtropik zona;
(2) Honsunun canubu, Sikoku ve Kyusyunu
shats edan enliyarpaq hamisayasil mesalarin
oldugu isti temperatur zonasi;, xarakterik
agaclar paldin novlari olan si vo kagidir; (3)
Markazi va simali Honsunu va Hokkaydonun
canub- sargi hissasini shate edan enliyarpagh
agac megalarinin yerlasdiyi sarin temperatur
zonasi; yapon fistig1 ve digar bitki ndvlaring
rast galinir; (4) markazi va simali Hokkaydonu
ahats edan subalp zonasi ;
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Cedar (Kagoshima Pref.)
Known as the Jomon Cedar, this tree
on the island of Yakushima has a girth
of 16.4 meters and has been
estimated to be up to 7,200 years old.
(Photo courtesy of AFLO)

Saxalin iynayarpaghlan ve Yesso kiknar
xarakterik bitkilardir; 5) Honsunun
markazindaki dagstayi zona va Honsunun
markazi hissasindaki alp qursagi; xarakterik
birkilari komakusa (Dicentra peregrina) kimi

alp qursagina mansub bitkilardir.

Yaponiyanin tipik bitkilari

Yapon sami va sidr agaci matsu ve sugi bitiin
yapon arxipelagi boyunca ¢ox rast gslinan
ndvlar olub, hatta isti cenub regionlarinda da
bels tasaduf olunur. Bu agaclar har bir yapona
cox tanisdir.

Sam agaclarn asrarangiz manzara yaradir.
on go6zal manzarali yerlardan biri sahil boyu
6000-don cox sam agacimn ¢apar kimi
uzandigl Kyoto Prefekturasinda
Amanohasidatedir. Maksimal hindurliyd 40
metradak olan boyik sam agaclan eyni
zamanda sahil zolaglarinda kilayin garsisini
almaga xidmat edir. Kigik sam agaclar bonsai,
baglarda okilan agac, ev ve mebel Ugin
materiallar kimi istifads olunur.

Sam agaci da mugeddas agac hesab
olunur. Qadim dévrlards yasayan insanlar
tebiatin zehmina maruz galdiglan tguin bitki ve
agaclarda ilahi qlvvalarin simvolunu
gOrurduler. Vaxtilo sam, sidr ve sarv kimi
hamisayasil agaclara tannlann siginacag:
oldugu Uciin sitayis olunurdu. Hala bizim
dovrimuzds de tesaduf olunan Yeni il
arafasinda evlarin girislarinds sam agacindan
¢alang- kadomatsu (herfi monada «gap:z sama»
goyulmasi adati bunun tanrini garsilamagin an
uygun vasitesi olmasi inamindan irali galir.

Gundalik hayatda tesaduf
olunan flora nimunalari

bitkinin sakura (visna agaci) oldugunu desak
yaniimariq. Yaponiyaya dogma olan sakura ta
godimdan  bari  yaponlarin  an  sevimli
agaclarindan biri olmusdur. Muasir yaponlar
yazda visna agaclannmin  gigaklanmasini
hanami (gi¢aklarden z6vqg almaq tgin piknik)
toskil etmak sansi kimi garsilayirlar.

Eyni zamanda bu mévsim tahsil miassisalari

va sirkatlarin  gabul olunma marasimlari
kecirilmasi ilo do slamatdardir. Televiziya va
gazetlordaki hava hagginda malumatda
«sakura cicaklanmasi siralanmasi»
movzusunda elanlar vo mslumatlar, cadvallor
olur ve Okinavadan baslayaraq simala
Hokkaydoya dogru sakuramn gigaklenacayi
tarixlari paylasirlar.

Payizda yarpaglar rengini dayisends daha
tebistdan hazz almag Ucin daha bir sans
yaranir. Deyilona gora yuzillikler  avval
yaponlar musigi ifa edar va agaclann altinda
rags edardilor. Indiki zamanda isa saharlarda
yasayan miasir yapolarin masin va ya
gatarlara minarak g0zal payiz manzarasi,

xUsusiloe ds agcagayin yarpaglannm seyr
etmak

Ekoloji problemlar
indiki  senayelosmis  Yaponiyada bitkilor

kecmis vaxtlarda oldugu kimi shamiyyat kasb
etmirlor.  Tobistin  ¢oxlu istismarindan,
agaclann veahsicasine qinlmas: ve tabistin
¢irklonmasindon  sonra  insanlar  tabiati
gorumagin va onu barpa etmayin shamiyyatini
anlayiblar.

Yaponiyanin faunasi

Many species and relicts not found in
neighboring countries are included in Japan’s
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Cherry blossom
viewing

It is the custom in March
and April, when the
cherry trees are in
blossom, to picnic
beneath their spreading
boughs. Among places
famed for the beauty of
their cherry blossoms
are Ueno Park (Tokyo)
and Osaka Castle Park
(Osaka).
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Bitki ortiydnin zanginliyi muxtalif iglim
soraitlarinin olmasi ile bagh olub Just as its
plant life is greatly diversified thanks to widely
differing climatic conditions from north to
south, so are the Japanese islands inhabited
by animals from contrasting climates:
Southeast Asiatic tropical animals, temperate-
zone Korean and Chinese animals, and
Siberian subarctic animals.

Brightly colored tropical coral fish, turtles,
and sea snakes flourish in the tropical sea of
the Ryukyu Islands, which is also home to the
dugong and the black finless porpoise. In the
sea to the north of central Honshu we find sea
lions, fur seals, and beaked whales. Arctic-
region animals such as the walrus sometimes
visit Hokkaido, the northeastern side of which
faces the Sea of Okhotsk.

On land in Japan’s southern extremity, the
Ryukyu Islands are inhabited mostly by
tropical animals such as the crested serpent
eagle, the flying fox, and the variable lizard.

On the mainland islands of Honshu,
Shikoku, and Kyushu wander tanuki (racoon
dogs), sika deer, and mandarin ducks, which
are from the deciduous forests of Korea as
well as central and northern China. From the
Siberian coniferous forests come the brown
bear, hazel grouse, and common lizard.

The distribution of animals tends not to be
continuous because historically the Japanese
islands have repeatedly separated from and
rejoined the Asian continent, resulting in
animal migration that is extremely complex.
Furthermore, the animals found in a particular
part of Japan are not always the same as
those found in corresponding areas of the
continent; many are found only in Japan.

Among the species that are endemic to
the Japanese mainland are the Japanese
dormouse, the Japanese macaque, the
copper pheasant, the Japanese giant
salamander, and the primitive dragonfly.
Likewise, in the Ryukyu Islands, which
scholars believe became separated from the
continent much earlier than the mainland did,
live Pryer's woodpecker and the Amami spiny
mouse. The Shimokita Peninsula, at the
northern end of Honshu, is the northernmost
habitat in the world of any simian.

In the depth of the sea, such living fossils
as the horseshoe crab, the slit shell, and the
friled shark can be found. Still other
Japanese aquatic animals are the giant spider
crab (the largest crustacean in the world) and
the freshwater Japanese giant salamander
(the largest amphibian on earth, also said to
live almost 50 years).

Asian land salamanders, cicadas, and
dragonflies inhabit the islands in many forms.
There are eight species of swallowtail
butterflies on the mainland alone.

There are more than 90,000 species of
animals in Japan (November 2011), however,
many animals are facing extinction. For
example, the Japanese crested ibis (Nipponia
Nippon) became extinct in 1997. The
endangered species include the Iriomote cat
(Mayailurus iriomotensis), and the extinct
species include Japanese otter (Lutra nippon)
and stork (Ciconia cicionia boyciana).

Animals and Japanese
Culture

Animal figures are important in the culture of
Japan. Chinese classical literature is the
source of many of the beliefs embraced by
the Japanese about various animals. In the
protohistoric and ancient periods, the
Japanese elite adopted from the Chinese
such traditional animal symbols as cranes
and turtles (for happiness and longevity) and
swallows (for a faithful return).

Certain animals have special places in the
folklore of Japan. The tanuki (racoon dog),
often seen near villages, has traditionally
been thought of as a weird creature with
supernatural powers. In old tales it often
bewitches people, although its tricks are more
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frightening than harmful. In fact, it is usually
depicted in figurines as a rather comical
animal with a big belly and huge testicles,
carrying a sake bottle.

The fox has also been considered an
animal with supernatural powers, and a
messenger of Inari Myojin, the deity of
agriculture. Foxes are thought to be clever
and tricky. In the olden days they were said to
cast a spell on people traveling at night.
Sometimes, it was said, foxes would even
possess people and make them insane. Belief
in Inari still exists today, and the fox is
worshipped at Inari shrines throughout the
country.

Buddhist teachings have influenced
people’s attitudes toward animals. Until late in
the nineteenth century, for example, almost
no Japanese would slaughter a four-legged
animal, relying instead on fish for their animal
protein. Then there is the sexagenary cycle of
the ancient Chinese calendrical system, in
which one animal (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon,
snake, horse, sheep, monkey, cock, dog, and
boar) represents each subcycle of 12 years.
The year of 2014 is the year of the horse, and
the next year 2015, the sheep. Even in
today’s Japan, virtually everyone associates
his or her birth year with a particular animal—
saying, for example, “l was born in the year of
the horse”—and it is assumed that one’s
character and fortune in life are influenced by
the animal representative of their birth year.
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