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Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan exchange defense experience in Tashkent

A working meeting between the Azerbaijani and Uzbek Ministries of Defense was held in
Tashkent to exchange experience in ideological and psychological support within the armed
forces. The sides discussed promoting patriotism, national and moral values, and
psychological resilience among military personnel, as well as the role of cultural activities in
these areas. (TREND /21.08.2026)
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The tractor driver detonated a mine in the Khojavend district

On Aug. 21, a tractor driver, Ramal Shirinov, was injured after his vehicle hit a mine in the
village of Dyudyukchu in Khojavend district. He suffered multiple shrapnel wounds but was
reported to be in stable condition and discharged for outpatient treatment. The incident comes
amid an increase in mine explosions linked to expanding agricultural, reconstruction and
resettlement activities in areas where demining remains incomplete. (KAVKAZ UZEL /
22.08.2026)

O7ELNA DY enRFRE Y, BEERAICOVTHE
Azerbaijan, Pakistan explore military cooperation

First Deputy Minister of Defense — Chief of the General Staff of the Azerbaijan Army, Colonel
General Karim Valiyev, met with a delegation from Pakistan headed by Major General
Muhammad Imran Khan Babar, Chief of the Main Department for Foreign Military
Cooperation at the Headquarters of the Pakistan Armed Forces. The sides also exchanged
views in detail on military education, military-technical cooperation, joint exercises, and a
number of other issues of common interest. (AZERTAG / 25.08.2026)
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ADEX 2026 Sets New Participation Record

The 6th Azerbaijan International Defense Exhibition (ADEX 2026) will be held at Baku Expo
Center from September 30 to October 2, with more than 200 companies from over 20
countries already confirming participation. For the first time, the exhibition will use Pavilion 5,
expanding its exhibition space and setting a new record in its history. The United States, the
United Kingdom and Germany will participate for the first time, with major companies
including Lockheed Martin, SIG SAUER and Rheinmetall among the newcomers. Azerbaijan
will also present its defense, technology, space and engineering capabilities in a dedicated
national pavilion. (AZERTAG / 26.08.2026)

ONIV—TENRETZENNRLDv Y - RXRE VIERRBEEAZHE
Baku hosts 12th Azerbaijan-Pakistan Working Group Level Meeting

Baku hosted the 12th Working Group Level Meeting between the Ministry of Defense of
Azerbaijan and the Defense Forces Headquarters of Pakistan. The sides discussed the
current state and prospects of cooperation between the defense institutions of the two
countries, as well as other issues of mutual interest. (AZERTAG / 27.08.2026)
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First Vice President Mehriban Aliyeva marks birthday with public activities and foreign
birthday calls

First Vice-President of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva marked her birthday on August 26 with a

series of public activities and congratulatory calls from senior foreign officials.

Aliyeva, who turned 62 years old, accompanied by her daughters Leyla Aliyeva and Arzu

Aliyeva, visited the Scientific Research Institute of Pediatrics in Baku and also took part in

the opening of the new Bilgah Art School and the opening of nursery-kindergarten No. 352 in

Baku's Nasimi district.

Besides, on the occasion of her birthday, Aliyeva received congratulatory telephone calls from

several prominent foreign officials.

- Valentina Matviyenko, Speaker of Russia’s Federation Council, referred to their previous
meetings and Aliyeva’s role in the development of Azerbaijani-Russian relations.



- Ziroat Mirziyoyeva, First Lady of Uzbekistan, also called Aliyeva and conveyed her
birthday wishes. The call came shortly after Aliyeva and President Aliyev’s visit to
Uzbekistan.

- Emine Erdogan, First Lady of Turkiye, likewise called Aliyeva to offer her congratulations.
The two first ladies expressed confidence that the close relations and strategic alliance
between Azerbaijan and Turkiye would continue to develop.

In addition to the phone calls, Aliyeva received written birthday congratulations from a number

of foreign leaders and officials, including Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Zahra

Pezeshkian, the Iranian president's daughter, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko

and Tatarstan Rais Rustam Minnikhanov. (AZERTAG / 26.08.2026)
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Baku Slavic University to start teaching Armenian

The Baku Slavic University (BSU) will start teaching Armenian. The respective decision was
made by the university's academic council, BSU press secretary Sabina Huseynzade
informed. Earlier, BSU rector Anar Naghiyev had stated that the teaching of Armenian at the
university was planned to start in the 2026/27 academic year. (NEWS.AM / 26.08.2026)
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Azerbaijani pro-government media hits back at Russian MFA over criticism of Baku-
Kyiv ties

On Aug.21, Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova sharply criticized
Ukraine’s growing relations with Azerbaijan and Armenia, saying that Russian society
considers contacts with the government of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy unacceptable,
particularly when they involve countries Moscow regards as partners and allies. Her
comments followed Zelenskyy’s call to strengthen Ukraine’s relations with Azerbaijan and
restore ties with Armenia.

Zakharova argued that the issue goes beyond the position of the Russian government,
claiming that Russian citizens themselves question why countries that are supposedly
Moscow’s allies and friends continue to engage with Kyiv. She accused the Ukrainian
authorities of pursuing an openly “neo-Nazi” policy, targeting Russia and civilians, including
citizens of other CIS countries, and of allegedly glorifying supporters of Nazi Germany. She
condemned visits by foreign officials to Kyiv and their participation in what she described as
politicized events where Ukraine is allowed to make threats against Russia. Zakharova said
Moscow could not simply ignore such behavior or “leave it to their conscience.” Instead, she



warned that Russia would draw the attention of these countries to the risks their policies could
create for relations with Moscow.

The remarks prompted a strongly worded reaction from Azerbaijani pro-government media
MINVAL, which portrayed Zakharova’'s statement as an attempt by Moscow to dictate
Azerbaijan’s foreign-policy choices. The reaction argues that Russia has no grounds to
lecture Baku about its relations with Kyiv, particularly given Moscow’s own decades-long
political, military and economic partnership with Armenia during the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. MINVAL recalls that Russia supplied Armenia with weapons while simultaneously
acting as a mediator in the Karabakh peace process and maintaining close relations with both
Yerevan and Baku. It also points to Moscow’s relations with Armenian separatist figures and
Russia’s deployment of peacekeepers to Karabakh after the 2020 war. Against this
background, the article presents Moscow’s criticism of Azerbaijan’s contacts with Ukraine as
a double standard: Russian military and political cooperation with Armenia was described as
strategic partnership, while Azerbaijan’s engagement with Ukraine is portrayed by Moscow
as unacceptable.

The reaction also rejects Zakharova’s characterization of Ukraine as a “neo-Nazi” state and
criticizes Moscow for using such rhetoric to justify its policy toward Kyiv. It argues that Russia,
having launched the full-scale war against Ukraine, is in no position to lecture other countries
about their relations with Kyiv or to demand that they account for the risks of such cooperation.
Another major element of the Azerbaijani response is the deterioration in Russian-Azerbaijani
relations following the December 2024 Azerbaijan Airlines plane crash. MINVAL argues that
Moscow’s calls for partners to take Russian interests into account contrast with the handling
of issues affecting Azerbaijan itself, including the involvement of Russian air-defense systems
in the crash.

The article ultimately frames Zakharova’s statement as evidence of Moscow’s frustration with
Azerbaijan’s increasingly independent and diversified foreign policy. It emphasizes that Baku
is expanding relations with Tuarkiye, Central Asia, Europe, China, the United States and
Ukraine and does not regard its partnerships as mutually exclusive. The central message of
the pro-government reaction is that Azerbaijan does not need Moscow’s permission to
develop relations with Kyiv and that Russia’s attempts to influence such decisions
increasingly reflect a struggle to preserve its traditional influence in the South Caucasus.
(MINVAL, NEWS.AM / 21.08.2026)

OERLIMTTELNRAI DY VAT A FARSFEBEED—ADREEN D
One of Azerbaijani diaspora leaders in Perm region arrested in Russia

Russia’s Perm region has opened a criminal case against Ruslan Mamedov, an Azerbaijani
citizen who was arrested on Aug.21, in connection with an offer for taking a bribe, local media
report. A person of South Caucasus origin, being a leader of the Azerbaijani diaspora in Perm,
had offered to illegally stop the criminal prosecution of a Perm resident through unidentified



law enforcement officers in exchange for a monetary reward, the FSB reported. Mamedov
has been banned from entering Russia until June 4, 2076, in accordance with the law.
(NEWS.AM / 21.08.2026)

OETHRINETZTELNRAOv VEROBH, BFHERZERZT. TELADv VIZF
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Mother of Azerbaijani citizen detained in Russia claims son was tortured and
pressured to speak against Azerbaijan

Trend reported on Aug.21 that the mother of Azerbaijani citizen Yadulla Rufullayev, detained
in Russia for alleged espionage, claims her son was tortured and subjected to psychological
pressure by Russian investigators. She alleged that he was forced to sign documents he did
not understand and pressured to make statements against Azerbaijan, which he reportedly
refused. His family says he has been detained for more than a year, while the next court
hearing is scheduled for August 31. The family has appealed to Azerbaijani authorities,
including the Foreign Ministry and Embassy in Russia, for assistance. (TREND / 21.08.2026)
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Baku conference calls for reparations for Belgian colonialism

The Baku Initiative Group (BIG), an Azerbaijani government-linked NGO, called on Belgium
to provide reparations for abuses committed during its colonial rule, arguing that
compensation should go beyond financial payments. At a conference in Baku on Aug.21
attended by representatives from former Belgian colonies including the DRC, Burundi and
Rwanda, BIG highlighted the lasting consequences of Belgian colonialism. Note that
Azerbaijan’s campaign against Belgium is widely viewed as partly driven by tensions over
Brussels’ support for Armenia, particularly Belgium’s criticism of Azerbaijan’s treatment of
Armenian prisoners. (OC MEDIA / 21.08.2026)
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President llham Aliyev gave interview to Uzbekistan National News Agency

In an interview with Uzbekistan’s National News Agency, President Aliyev said Azerbaijan—
Uzbekistan relations have reached the level of an alliance, based on shared history, culture
and mutual trust. He emphasized expanding cooperation in trade, investment, energy,
transport, agriculture, education and culture. Bilateral trade exceeded $795 million in 2025,
more than tripling from the previous year. Aliyev also highlighted the countries’ growing role
in the Organization of Turkic States and Central Asian cooperation, particularly through the
Middle Corridor, TRIPP and the emerging “C6” regional format. He said Azerbaijan’s
partnership with Uzbekistan and other Central Asian states would contribute to greater
regional connectivity, stability and economic integration. (AZERTAG / 21.08.2026)
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President Aliyev arrived in Uzbekistan on a state visit

President Aliyev, accompanied by First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva, arrived in Uzbekistan on Aug.
23 for a state visit. The visit centered on a one-on-one meeting between the two presidents,
followed by the third meeting of the Supreme Interstate Council of Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan,
held in Tashkent — a mechanism established in 2023, with earlier sessions in Tashkent
(2024) and Baku (2025). The centerpiece agreement was the signing of the "Treaty on Eternal
Friendship between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Uzbekistan," under which
the two countries agreed to base their relations on eternal friendship, mutual trust, strategic
partnership and alliance, and to support each other's development paths. Multiple additional
bilateral documents covering trade, investment, tourism, culture, social protection, education,
justice and foreign-policy cooperation were signed and exchanged, and Mirziyoyev was
awarded the "Heydar Aliyev" Order, while Aliyev received Uzbekistan’s highest-degree
Dostlik (Friendship) Order. Mirziyoyev was also invited to pay a state visit to Azerbaijan.

Statements from the leaders

Aliyev said that Azerbaijan and Central Asia constitute a single geopolitical and economic
region with great potential. He thanked Mirziyoyev, highlighting his role in attracting
investment to Karabakh and Uzbekistan's assistance in Karabakh's restoration. Mirziyoyev
said cooperation between the countries "has already gone far beyond the bilateral agenda,"
pointing to Azerbaijan's accession to the Consultative Meetings of Central Asian Heads of
State, and said the two countries "speak with one voice" internationally, coordinating within
the UN, the Non-Aligned Movement, the Organization of Turkic States, the OIC and the CIS.
He also announced Uzbekistan will hold Days of Azerbaijani Culture by year-end and said
Tashkent is interested in creating a separate Uzbekistan-Azerbaijan corridor in the Caspian
with a single operator.

Economic and infrastructure cooperation

The two leaders took part in inauguration and groundbreaking ceremonies for Azerbaijani-
linked projects in Uzbekistan, including Davr Bank (International Bank of Azerbaijan), a
gypsum plant (Matanat-A), two Landau STEAM schools, five new SOCAR filling stations, the
Sea Breeze Uzbekistan complex, the Baku City residential complex, a silver-ore beneficiation
plant, and fruit orchards. A new Tashkent development project was presented to Aliyev, and
he attended the opening of a National Pedagogical University named after Nizami Ganjavi.
Aliyev also said construction of a ferry for Uzbekistan should be accelerated.

On Aug. 23, First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva and First Lady of Uzbekistan Ziroatkhon Mirziyoyeva
held a one-on-one meeting over tea in Tashkent. (AZERTAG / 23.08.2026)
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Former Armenian defense minister claims Russia pressured Azerbaijan during 2020
war

Former Armenian Defense Minister Arshak Karapetyan has claimed that Russia provided
military assistance to Armenia during the 2020 Karabakh war and pressured Azerbaijan to
halt its advance (in Khankendi), allegedly deploying the Caspian Flotilla toward Baku and
raising strategic aviation. The remarks were made in a video attributed to Karapetyan and
were subsequently reported by several Russian- and Azerbaijani-language outlets. The
specific military actions he described have not been independently verified. (MINVAL /
22.08.2026)

07T IKHME. VARXRE VU EAKXEME ()

UPDATE: President Aliyev arrived in Uzbekistan on a state visit

On the second, Aug.24, President Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva traveled from
Tashkent to Bukhara. The two presidents and their wives toured several major historical sites,
including the Ismail Samani Mausoleum, the Ark Fortress, the Poi-Kalon complex, the Labi-
Hauz ensemble and Kukeldash Madrasah. The Bukhara program was largely cultural,
highlighting the historical and civilizational links between Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan. The visit
also had a family dimension, with the two presidential couples and family members
participating in the sightseeing program. (AZERTAG / 24.08.2026)

@7 ) ITKME. VU543 AFICTEL VRF—KEFE~AME
President Aliyev congratulates Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Ukraine's 35th independence
anniversary

President Aliyev sent a congratulatory letter to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
the Ukrainian people on the 35th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. He praised the
countries’ strategic partnership, highlighting political dialogue, high-level visits, energy
cooperation and mutual support for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Aliyev
also expressed support for continued humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and deeper
cooperation in trade, investment, agriculture and other sectors.

Note that during his visit to Tashkent, Ilham Aliyev announced that Azerbaijan plans to invest
$5 billion in Uzbekistan’s tourism sector. Analysts, meanwhile, note a significant increase in
the activity of Azerbaijani companies directly or indirectly linked to Aliyev’s family in the Uzbek
market, including PASHA Holding and the Sea Breeze project of the president’s former son-
in-law Emin Agalarov (REPORT, JAM-NEWS.NET / 24.08.2026)

ONCIIKRBERWEE. VI 1T OUFHRE I FRERE



Hikmat Hajiyev awarded Ukraine's Order of Merit, 3rd class

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy awarded the assistant to the President of
Azerbaijan - the head of the foreign policy department of the Presidential Administration,
Hikmat Hajiev, with the Order of Merit of the 3rd class. (REPORT / 24.08.2026)

O7ELNAPyr, AVTIZHLRAEA T« 7IC&2BFRHNHRE~DH G EEE
Azerbaijan calls on Russia to address negative media coverage

Azerbaijani Ambassador to Russia Rahman Mustafayev said Baku remains ready to develop
allied relations with Moscow, but that negative coverage of Azerbaijan in Russian media is
hindering bilateral cooperation. He said at least 96 Russian news portals, Telegram and
YouTube channels regularly portray Azerbaijan as an “unfriendly” state and spread what
Baku considers offensive and provocative statements. Mustafayev said Azerbaijan has raised
the issue through diplomatic channels and expects Moscow to take concrete steps to address
the situation and protect the countries’ strategic partnership. (RTVI / 24.08.2026)

ORI TFIAZTEH., S WEBHEHE T7Z EL 1 Ov VEEDBEREZRT
Pashinyan outlines Azerbaijan-related priorities in Armenia’s five-year program

Presenting Armenia’s 2026—2031 government program in parliament on Monday, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said maintaining, strengthening and institutionalizing peace with
Azerbaijan would remain a key government priority. He said Armenia and Azerbaijan have
recognized each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty on the basis of the 1991 Alma-
Ata Declaration, while the delimitation of their shared border would continue.

Pashinyan also said Armenia would seek to make the peace process irreversible by ending
discussions on the return of Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians and refugees from Azerbaijan,
while calling for an end in Azerbaijan to references to the return of “Western Azerbaijanis.”
He argued that such claims should be removed from the political discourse of both countries
to establish lasting peace.

He further stated that the release and return of Armenian citizens detained in Azerbaijan
would remain on his government’s agenda until the issue is resolved. At the same time,
Pashinyan identified implementation of the Trump Route for International Peace and
Prosperity (TRIPP) as one of Armenia’s important upcoming tasks, describing it as a practical
result of the Washington peace summit. (NEWS.AM / 24.08.2026)
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Azerbaijan seeks to ease rising tensions between Israel and Turkey, Israeli media
reports



Azerbaijan is reportedly working behind the scenes to ease growing tensions between Israel
and Turkey, according to lIsraeli sources cited by Ynet. Baku is concerned that the
deterioration could escalate into a direct confrontation between two of its close partners.
Azerbaijan previously helped establish direct Israel-Turkey dialogue in April 2025, hosting
delegations from both countries in Baku and facilitating a coordination mechanism on Syria.
Israeli sources say Baku is now seeking to revive this mechanism and prevent further
escalation. The report says Azerbaijan is well positioned to mediate because it maintains
close relations with both Israel and Turkey. This role has become more important as Israel
reportedly distrusts US envoy Tom Barrack’s approach. (YNET / 23.08.2026)
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President of Ukraine expresses gratitude to President Aliyev

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked President Aliyev for his congratulations
on Ukraine’s 35th Independence Day. Zelenskyy praised Azerbaijan’s firm support for
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and highlighted continued cooperation in the
economic, energy, and security sectors. He said he expects the friendship, mutual respect,
and strategic partnership between Ukraine and Azerbaijan to continue strengthening.
(TREND / 25.08.2026)
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Armenia-Azerbaijan electricity import, export opportunities discussed in Lachin

A working meeting between representatives from the Ministry of Territorial Administration and
Infrastructure of Armenia, the Electro Power System Operator of Armenia, the Ministry of
Energy of Azerbaijan, and the Azerbaijani Azerenerji company was held on Aug.25 in Lachin,
the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure of Armenia informed. The parties
discussed the possibilities of electricity import and export between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
as well as possible options for interconnecting the energy infrastructures of the two countries
at their national border. (NEWS.AM / 25.08.2026)
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Putin congratulates Mehriban Aliyeva on her birthday

Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulated Azerbaijan’s First Vice President Mehriban
Aliyeva on her birthday, wishing her health, happiness, prosperity and success in her official
duties. He also asked her to convey his greetings to President Ilham Aliyev and their family.
Note that Belarus President Lukashenko also congratulated Mehriban Aliyeva on her birthday.
(MINVAL / 25.08.2026)
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US White Paper Names Azerbaijan in Chinese Tariff-Evasion Network

The Trump administration’s White House white paper, The Great Transshipment Scam, has
named Azerbaijan among more than 40 countries allegedly facilitating Chinese tariff evasion
to maintain access to the U.S. market. Azerbaijan is classified as a “Tier IlI” country, with the
report citing its rail and dry-port transit infrastructure, consolidation facilities and overland-to-
maritime connections. The designation could complicate U.S.-Azerbaijan relations as
Washington seeks to expand the Middle Corridor and advance the Armenia-Azerbaijan peace
process. (EURASIANNET.ORG /21.08.2026)

ONHFE. ERVITDOKREEANTOREE THRTHI LR
The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry called the rally at the embassy in Moscow a
provocation

On Aug. 27, a group of leftist and National Bolshevik activists staged a protest outside the
Azerbaijani Embassy in Moscow, placing three posters accusing President Aliyev's
government of anti-Russian policies and calling for an end to the alleged mistreatment of
Russian citizens imprisoned in Azerbaijan. The activists also protested criminal cases and
wanted notices issued by Azerbaijani authorities against Russian media figures and political
analysts, including Ivan Knyazev, Semyon Uralov and Alexey Chadaev. The organizers
accused Baku of pursuing an anti-Russian policy and criticized Moscow’s response to the
worsening bilateral relations.

Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry condemned the August 27 action as an “unacceptable
provocation” and said it could be intended to artificially escalate tensions between the two
countries. Baku called on Russian law enforcement agencies to investigate the incident and
ensure the security of the Azerbaijani Embassy in accordance with the Vienna Convention.
(KAVKAZ UZEL / 27.08.2026)

ONA FEITNHBRE, KA —R Y TFRE LB

Azerbaijani FM meets with incoming Austrian ambassador

On Aug.27, FM Bayramov received Austria’s newly appointed Ambassador Etienne Berchtold,
with discussions focusing on expanding bilateral cooperation in politics, economy, energy,
transport and other areas. The sides welcomed the start of Azerbaijani gas supplies to Austria
and discussed Azerbaijan’s role in European energy security, as well as Azerbaijan—Armenia
normalization and regional stability. (REPORT / 27.08.2026)
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Azerbaijani FM meets with incoming Malaysian ambassador

On Aug. 27, FM Bayramov received Malaysia’'s newly appointed Ambassador Aznifah
Isnariah Binti Abdul Ghani. The sides discussed expanding bilateral cooperation in trade,
economy, tourism and education, as well as Azerbaijan’s role in transit and energy security.
They also highlighted cooperation within the UN, OIC, Non-Aligned Movement and D-8, and
discussed preparations for the CICA summit in Baku this year and Azerbaijan’s planned
hosting of the OIC Summit in 2027. (AZERTAG / 27.08.2026)

05714 II7NBREIRENY VY - Dy TSI OIC HMEBRERXDOBRRESICHE
Azerbaijan's deputy FM participates in extraordinary meeting of OIC Council of Foreign
Ministers

On Aug. 27, Deputy Foreign Minister Yalchin Rafiyev attended the 23rd extraordinary OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers meeting in Jeddah, where Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed of
Mauritania was unanimously elected as the new OIC Secretary General. Rafiyev pledged
Azerbaijan’s support to the new secretary general and highlighted Azerbaijan’s plans to host
the OIC Summit and chair the organization in 2027. He also reaffirmed Baku’s support for
Palestine and stressed the importance of international law and humanitarian assistance.
(TREND / 27.08.2026)
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